Clerkship No: 405-100
ALLERGY, ASTHMA, AND IMMUNOLOGY

Location:



Connecticut Asthma and Allergy Center






836 Farmington Avenue






West Hartford, CT 06119






(860) 232-9911

Committee Members:


Drs. Louis Mendelson, James Rosen, Marshall Grodofsky, Jeffrey 





Factor, Robert Bedard, Jason Lee, and Jasmine Abbosh

Duration:



Four weeks

Months Offered:
By appointment

Number of Students:
One student if space is available.
Prerequisite:



Third year

Description of Program:

This elective is designed to enhance the ability of the student to evaluate acute and chronic asthma and allergic disease (allergic rhinitis, anaphylaxis, atopic dermatitis, drug allergy, etc).  The major focus will be on assessment of patients in the ambulatory care setting.  The specific aim is to develop skills in obtaining the clinical history and performing a physical examination of the respiratory, immune, and related systems.  The student will be introduced to spirometry and pulmonary function testing, as well as allergen skin testing. By the end of the elective, the student will be able to perform a clinical evaluation and generate a differential diagnosis for the commons signs and symptoms of allergic disease.

Activities and Responsibilities of Students:

The student will attend all regularly scheduled outpatient clinics held at CAAC.  He/she will take part in the assessment of patients at the initial or follow-up visit.  Initially, the student will observe an attending physician obtain a history, then participate in a physical examination.  Discussion of the salient features of the clinical presentation and participation in the physical exam will be under the direct supervision of the attending physician.  Whenever it is then feasible, the student will then obtain the history and perform a physical exam under the direct supervision/observation of an attending physician.

Introduction to pulmonary function testing and spirometry will be via observation of patient testing and case related didactic review with attending physicians.  The student is expected to undergo routine pulmonary function testing.  If the student has an interest in a specific area of allergy (i.e., asthma, anaphylaxis, atopic dermatitis), efforts will be made to broaden exposure beyond the outpatient arena.

Near the end of the rotation, the student will give a brief presentation (15-30 minutes) to the division members on the topic of his/her choice, as approved by the supervisory attending physician.  Unscheduled time will be spent in preparation for this presentation as well as the formal teaching sessions.

Supervision:

By the committee members named above.

Facilities:

Connecticut Asthma and Allergy Center, offices in West Hartford, Enfield, Manchester, Middletown, and Avon.

Limitations:

Space for the elective is limited. Please get in touch with the Chief Resident in Pediatrics at CCMC at the end of May for slots for the following year.
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